e s R

X

S

T ARG

T

:..%.‘.._..‘_'__ -

i

San,

Whe ”_‘m >

TOESDAY, MAY 12, 1008,

Entered at the Post OfMce at New York as Second
Class Mall Matter

Sabseriptions by Mall, Postpaid,
DAILY, Per Mouth

DAILY, Per Year . 8 00
SUNDAY, Per Year . . 200
PAILY AND SUNDAY, Per Vear LN 1)
DAILY ANDSUNDAY, Per Month . 70

Postage to forelgn countries added

Published by the Sun Priotlug aod Pullisuiug
A ssociation at 170 Nasaau street, lo the Borough of
Manhattan, New VYork. President and Treasurer
of the Assoclation, Willlam M, Lafan, 170 Nassau
streel; Seorstary of the Association, Frankiln
Hartiett, 5 Nassau stpeet

The dally and Sunday SUN Is on sale in London
at Murray's Exchange, Trafalgar Bulldlugs, North
wmberiand avenue: Pall Mall American and Co
lonlal Exchatge, Carlton street, Regent street, and
Daw's Steamship Agency, 17 Green sireet, Leloester
Square,

Paris oMce, 32 Rue Louls le Grand, The dally and
Sunday editions are on sale at Klosque 12, near the
Girand Hotel: Klosque 77, Boulevard des Capucines,
corner Place de 'Opéra, and Klosque 19, Boulevard
des Itallens, corner Hue Louls le Girand,

11 our friends who favor us with mattuscripts jor
pubdiication wish to have rejected articies returfed ey
wiust In all cases send stamps for that purpose.

To the forty-six Governors, more or less,
hid to Mr. Roosevelt's Congress now as-
sembling at Washington: * Let ux alune'”

The President's Collection of Gove
ernors,

So natural is the tendency and so laud-
able the disposition to find good in any-
thing done or wanted to be done by Mr.
RoOSEVELT that we fear there is danger
of underestimating the mischievons
possibilities of his conference of the
Governors at Washington on Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday of this week.

At first view little appears that is not
innocuous and even desirable in this
gathering of State officers at the call of
the Federal Executive. It is (rue there
in a trace of the humorously audacious
in the idea of a conference of the several
representatives of the reserved powers
of the States to devise means for enhanc-
ing Federal authority in various direc-
tions. If the occasion proves us successful
as Mr. RooskvELT hopes, the convoked
Governors will at least have helped might-
ilv (if without knowing it) to pump more
wind into that steadily increasing gale
awhich Mr. STivsoN described the other
day as “the cyclone of centralization. ™
But apart from this political commdera-
tion, which has come to signify little or
nothing to many minds once alert on the
subject of boundaries and limitations,
can the result of the conference of the
(Governors be other than (o excite a
greater popular interest in certain topics
apecifiad by Mr. ROOSEVELT as matters of
importance to all the States and about
which there can scarcely be two opinions?
These matters are the destruction of our
forests, the exhaustion of our mineral
resources and the development of our
interior waterwavs

Lot us pass over the destruction of our
forests and the conservation of our min-
eral resources as subjects for cooperative
thought by the forty-six Governors, and
inquire what lies behind the appurently
innocent presentation to these Governors
of the President's policy for “the devel-
opment of the nation's waterways.”

In the pursuit of this inquiry we com-
mend to the attention of all citizens cer-
tain ideas recently advanced by Mr,
Mivros H. Syt of Kentucky, for the
past seventeen or eighteen vears the
president of the Louisville and Nushville
Railroad Compuny,  If 10 serve a railway
i to be a malefactor, Mr. MiLroxn H
SMITH has passed through every grade of
offence from juvenile perversity to hard-
ened sin, for he began life as a clerk and
telegraph operator in & superintendent's
office and has worked his way up to the
post he now holds. We trust that the
(Glovernors and others will consider his
suggestions upon their merits. only, un-
prejudiced by the record to which we
have briefly referred.

The president of the Louisville and
Nashville points out that the reasons
given by Mr. ROOSEVELT for creating
his Inland Waterways Commission, so
called, and for recommending 8o per-
sistantly and strenuonsly legislation and
enormous appropriations for the “de-
velopment* of our interior waterways by
Federal activity and expenditure, were
based originally upon the inadequacy of
railway transportation facilities, That is
to say, his waterway policy was inspired
by conditions that have now notoriously
ceased to exist,

This commission was created and this
“policy” inaugurated in March of lasi
vear. On March 14, 1907, before the
Roosevelt panic had relieved the trans-
portation system of the country of any
excessive strain upon its resources, the
President designated certain gentlemen
as members of the Inland Waterways
(ommission, explaining that he created
that body because he had received
petitions from “numerous commercial
organizations in the Mississippi Valley.”
Later in a message to the Senate Mr,
RoosevELT stated that the commission
was created by him “in response to a
widespread interest and demand from
the people.” We quote from the Presi-
dent's statement of March 14, 1907;

“1t Is common knowledge that the rallroads of
the United States are no longer able to move crops
and manufactures rapldly to secure the prompt
transaction of the business of the nation, and there
Is small prospect of lmmediate reliel.  Hepresen-
iative ra'lroad men polot out that the products of
the northern Interior Ntates have doubled in ten
years, while the raliroad favilities have lncreased
but one cighth, and there s reason to doubt
whether any development of the ralloads possible
In the near future will suffice to keep transportation
abreast of production. There appears to be ouly
one complete remedy - the development of & com-
plementary system of transportation by water.”

Such was the reason, the only reason,
alleged by Mr. RooSEVELT for the inaugu-
ration of that special policy in which the
forty-six Governors are to be invited to-
morrow or next day to participate. Con-
gestion of transportation facilitiea! With
a pertinence and cogeney from which the
circumstance that he is a railway presi-
dent In no way detracts, Mr. Miurox H.
SMITH remarks:

“Weveral monils before the communicavion of
March 14, 1907, some of Whose connseied With trans

‘. .

*

! portation, and who realized the conditions under [ the Democratic leaders, city, State and

which the then congested state of trafic had been
created, and the cause thereof, predicted that In a
comparatively few months the transportation facill-
tles would be ln excess of the demands: that the
congestion of which It Is atated the people of the
Misslsslppl Valley complained would be relleved,

Some time before the message of February 26, |

1908, was submitted, 1t was knowu of all that the
transportation facllitles were largely In exoess of
the demand, and that therefore for the time being
the alleged reason for the creation of the Inand
Waterways Commisston- (., ¢, lack of adequate
tratsportation facllities - no louger existed.”

Mr. Ssmith shows furthermore
the statement attributed by the Presi-
dent to “representative railrond man,”
that where business had doubled trans-
portation facilities had increased only

one-elighth, or 121 per cent., is ridieu- |

lously erroneous.  During the period
urged by Mr. ROOSEVELT as an Hllustra-
tion of the absolute need of a “com-
plementary system of transportation by
water,” instead of increasing but 12!,
per cent., he says, “such facilities were
increased wo that, with increased effi-
viency, the property moved in tons one
mile increased 154 per cent. and pas-
sengers moved one mile increased 130
per cent.—passengers and property (rans-
ported by electricity not included.” But,
as Mr, ROOSEVELT may with truth rejoin,
this is & matter of mere figures and
technicalities, With an equally impres-
sive resort to gencralities Mr, SMITH
Koes on to say:

“If the views of those who desire to return to
the prosperous conditions that have existed for
several s ears past are to obtaln, and it be conceded
wnat such conditious were |argely due to the enor
mous rxpeoditures made In the creation of addi
tlonal transportation facilities, it s necessary that
the citlzens of this aud other countries having cap
1eal to Invest be In some way assured that invest
ments 1 rallway properties are reasonably secure
Under exlsting conditions this seems Impossible
Lecause the control of the properties has In varl
ous ways been taken fromn the owners. Labor
walons, encouraged, promoted and protecied by
the highest representatives of the Government
nave assumed control of the detalis of the manage
ment In & way that very materially lncreases the
coal of operation and reduces the effectiveness of
he servive rendered, with no assumption of respon
sibllity for the result. Whe Unlted States Govern
ment, In addition o assming autbority to Ax (he
remuueration i be recelved by the rall carriers,
has adopted and Is enforcing regulations tha!
greatly embarrass the managements. And the end
I8 not yet.  Since the first of December, 1907, more
than 200 bills totended to affect and lncrease the
regilation of rallways have been Introduced and
are now pending In Cougress, Tue various Stales,
or many of them, have enacted and are endeavor
lug 10 enforce numerons laws even more drastic
than those of the Unlied States; and onerous regi-
latious are enacied and enforeed by municipalities
aud otler subdivisions of the Government, and
uobe of them assumes any respousibliity for the
fnanclal result.  Deows It not follow that those bay
lug capital to lnvest will refrain from Investing I\
in property overwhich they or thelr representatives
erercise practically no coutrol, or wlen such con-
trol as they may exert may at apy time be taken
from them*™

When Mr. MiLron H. SMITH'S ques-
tions are answered to the satisfaction of
those business interests in the Mississippi
Valley and elsewhere whose modest but
heartfelt cry of “Let us alone'” is heard
throughout the land, it will be time
enough for the Governors to begin to
consider Mr. ROOSEVELT'S suggestions
for relieving “congestion” on the rail-
roads by the expenditure of several hun-
dreds of millions of the people’'s money
in the development of “a complementary
system of transportation by water "

Dr, Aked and Mr. Sunday,

The message of the Rev. Dr. AKED to
his congregation on Sunday seems to

| have been that Christianity is dying and

can be nursed back to health and vigor
only by the expenditure of large suins
of money. With ample means at its
disposal the churches, if he is correct,
could sound a call that would bring men
and women to the altar in such numbers
us tq reestablish completely its power in
the land.

While Dr. AKED is lamenting the ex-
isting conditions & former baseball
player, Mr. WILLIAM SUNDAY, is con-
ducting a series of revival meetings in
the middle West that have aroused a
spirit most hopeful and encouraging for
Christians of all denominations. Mr,
SUNDAY'S appeals have awakened in men
and women of all classes, of all degrees
of education and of all grades of intel-
lect a devotion to CHRIST and the sect
of their choice that has amazed and re-
joiced those who sympathize with the
cause which he represents.

Yet Mr. SUNDAY has no great endow-
ment, no rich bank account. His con-
verts joyfully defray the expenses of his
revival meetings. His success is due to

his apparent sincerity, to his ability to |

stir up in his auditors a realization of
their responsibility to Gop and to bring
them contrite and humble to the mourn-
ers' bench, Hereaches their consciences,
their hearts, their minds. His work is
done without elaborate machinery, with-
out the expensive adjuncts of the mod-
ern “institutional chureh. ”

Money the churches can use always;
yet an examination of the extraordinary
work of Mr. Suspay, who is affection-
ately known as Biuvy, will convince Dr.
AKED'S congregation that money is not
the only thing needed,

- Forcing the Card.

“While it is inevitable, " says the Cin-
cinnati Commercial Tribune, “that Mr,
Bryan will be nominated at Denver, it
would make not the slightest difference
in results if Mr. JoHNsoN should be
named, or Judge Gray. The univer-
sality of demand for the nomination of
Mr. TaFr precludes the possibility of the
election of any other candidate.”

For months the Taft Republican organs
have sung the song of the inevitableness
of BeYan, Secretary TArr himself in his
ataiable manner has frequently taken up
the refrain and announced that BRYAN is
to be the Democratic Presidential candi-
date. The New York Tribune, which has
just abandoned Governor HUGHES a8 a
Presidential possibility, first piped the lay
many months ago. All over this broad
land the Taft organs have chanted the
chorus and as convention time approaches
the home county organ of the Secretary
pounds the pedal.

With the Democratic newspapers wink-
ing, blinking and sneering at BRYAN and
openly opposing him, declaring that he
is the weakest candidate for the Democ-

| Facy Lo name, and with 75 per cent, of
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national, avowing that the great Gate
| Money Nebraskan-some speak of him
| also as the Patent Medicine Democrat—
| is the Old Man of the Bea for them and
| the Democracy, the Taft organs and the
amiable Secretary continue to chant the
| certainty of BRYAN's nomination, They
know an easy mark when they see it

As late as Sunday the New York T'rib-
une takes up the Kume again. Under
the head “BryaN in Pennsylvania” the
Tribune remarks in the way of aid and
comfort to the Bryanites;

“ Pennsy lvania 15 the Keysione of the opposition
within the Democratie party to Mr. BRYAN'S renoin
luation for the Presidency. The most sangulne
autl Hryan manager would hardly be rash enough
1o malutaln that Bastern hostiiity 1o Mr. BRYAN'S
candidacy would Le suMelently formidable W give

I the second largest Vastern State Mr. Hivax had
actually captured a wnajority of the delegation
Denpatehes from sources hostlle 1o Mr. HEYAN have
given the Impression that only & handful of dele
gates favoring Lils nominstion were elected at the
Penosyivania Congress distelet primaries on April
16, But this Impression seems (0 have been en
trely misleading. The Phlladelphia Record, one of
the strongest aut!-Bryan newspapers In the United
States, has taken the pains to canvass the sigty
three delegates so far elected (two candidates belng
tled for second place \n one of the thirty two dis
tricts) and 1t reports that on the face of the returns

Mr. BRYAN has a clear majority In his favor.”
I Algo:
We are nol surprised that the Record, though
eutirely disapproving Mr. BrYaX's candidacy,

equally disapproves the Goebel methods now belng
{ employed to mauufacture an anti Bryan delegation
:' in Peunsylvanla. ‘The fact ls that the leaders of
! the Hrysn movement I that State have almost a
| monopoly of the brains and chiaracter left In the
| Democratic organizatfon. Fx Treasurer HERRY,
| the head of the Bryan League, 1s the one Democrat
| since PATTISON'S day who has done (he State & real
| service, and he has the respect of the people of
| Penusylvania without regard to party. Assoclated

with Wit are other Democrats who want to lift the
l organization from Ity present depth of degradation

and make It a creditable and uscful factor In poll
‘ tles. Vvery honest Demoérat must sympathize
| with these alms, and e Record, 11 1t has to choose
| Letween the clean Bryan element and the unclean
| autl Bryan element, naturally prefers to stand for
| progress and decency, even If coupled temporarily
with Hryanism. 1t takes the proper stand when 1t
says that comnion hotesty must be observed ln
party management, and come what may at Denver
It * will pot be a party to nor will it condone the
overturuing of the popular will by any acts of
sreachery or bargain and sale.'”

One might be induced to believe that
BRYAN i8 the candidate of the two T'rib-
unes, New York and Cincinnati, and of
their friends,

But the trick of forcing a card on your
opponent is as old as the hills

Hu‘ Russia a Parllament?

Ax waa to be expected, vehement pro-
tests were provoked by the assertion
made the other day by Mr. KOROVTSEFF,
Minister of Finance, that Russia's Duma
i# not a parliament. Mr. KHOMYAKOFF,
the president of the chamber, at once
denounced the remark as “an unfortu-
nate expression,” but subsequently he
withdrew his stricture on the demand
of Premier STOLYPIN, who threatened
to resign. Mr. KOROVTSEFF ulso wus
persuaded Uy the Premier to withdraw
his provocative statement, which, how-
ever, he endeavored to explain on the
ground that the Duma does not entirely
resemble other Kuropean parliaments,
in which a majority of the popular cham-
ber decides the fates of Ministers, Un-
doubtedly Russia now hus a parliament,
but this, like all other European parlia-
ments except those of Greece, Norway,
Bulgaria and Servia, consists of two
chambers, the appointed Council of the
Empire being one and the elected Duma
the other. Of course the Duma by
itself no more constitutes a parliament
than does the British House of Com-
mons or the French Chamber of Depu-
ties or the German Reichstag, Neither
i® it true, as Mr. KOKOVTSEFF seems to
imagine, that all parliaments to deserve
the name must embody the principle
of Ministerial accountability to the
popular branch. The pt’m'iplo of Minis-
terial accountability was never dis-
tinctly recognized in England itself
from the reign of Kpwarp I until the
later years of WirLiam 111, and it might
never have gained a firm footing had
not GrOrGE [, who could speak no
English, felt himself forced to confide
| in Sir ROBERT WALPOLE, who throughout
| that reign and much of the next com-
| manded a majority of the House of
C‘ommons.

France, too, had a bicameral parlia-
ment under NApoLrkoN 1., and again
!umler NaroLeos 111, but except in the
| last year of the latter's reign the prin-
ciple of Ministerial responsibility to a
| majority of the lower house was not ac-
| knowledged. Moreover, nobody would
i deny that the present German Empire
1 possesses a true parliament, composed of
two chambers, the Bundesrath and the
Reichstag; but never has the principle of
Ministerial accountability to a majority
of the last named chamber been conceded,
The same thing may be said of the Aus-
trian or Cisleithan Reichsrath and of the
Hungarian Diet. The fact is that so
far as Europe is coneerned it is only in
Britain, France, Italy, Spain and Nor-
way that the principle of Ministerial
accountability to a majority of the popu-
lar chamber may be said to be estab-
lished. It is also obvious that when

1

a parliament in Russia on the ground
alleged by him he might as well deny
the existence of one in the United States,
for notoriously ovr President is not obliged
to select Ministers who can command the
approval of a majority of the House of
Representatives,

It is to be feared that Russia's public
I men are not so well informed as they
| might be concerning the history and
| workings of representative institutions,
For that very reason it is of the utmost
moment that the experiment in rep-
resentative self-government should be
continued and that the present Duma
should not share the untimely fate of its
two predecessors. Yet evidently such
would be the case if the popular cham-
ber and the Cahinet could not manage
to work together. It follows that all
those onlookers who wish Russia well
must deem it fortunate that the leaders
of the Constitutional Democrats and the
Octobrists, who alone in the present
Duma sincerely desire the maintenance
of representative institutions, have

~

the national conveutlon patse If 1t appeared that |

Mr. KoKovTSEFF denies the existence of |

awakened to the fact that Premier
STOLYPIN i8 their best friend. If they
should quarrel with him they would

1 do the very thing which the Reaction-

ists are waiting for, for then Russia's
trial of representative self-government
would quickly come to an end.

The Senate of the United States in
dealing with Mr, BURKETT'S resolution
providing that “Sunday, May 10, 1908, be
recognized as Mothers' Day, and that it
be observed as such by the members and
officers and employees of the United
' States Senate wearing o white flower in
| honor of their mothers,” discharged an
unweleome duty with more delicacy and
good sense than Mr. BurkgT? displayed
| when he imposed the duty upon the

! Mr, Burkett's Bad Quarter of an Hour,
|
|

‘ Nenuts

| It was natural that Senators old enough
to be Mr, BurkeTT's father should resent
u proposal that they prove to the world
{ by wearing a white flower on a certain
| day that they respected their mothers or
| the memories of their mothers, We can
| finderstand that Mr. BURKETT was bewil-
dered at the reluctance of his associates
to vote upon such a resolution or to
discuss it, and how pained he must have
been when Senator FuiTon treated it with
levity :

“If we are golng to take up this loe of legisia
tive action 1 thiuk we sbould pot stop by drawing
the distinctions, 1think we should have a * fathers’
day." Then | have a great respect for my grand-
fatler, and | think we should have a ' grandfathers’
day.' Then perhaps we ought to bring la our
couslus and our aunts er uncles, | can see Lo
reason why we should make these invidious dis
tluctions. At least, Mr. President, 1 think the
matter should be taken under consideration aud a
committee should determine it  Everybody would
sgree that we should have a " mother Ju-law day '

Hervic treatment perhaps, but Mr,
BURKETT'S notions of the provinee of the
Senate are crude and the sentimentality
he showered on unfilial stoies like Mr.
TeLLER and Dr. GALLINGER was in very
poor taste. It seemed to be a case for
rough and ready sarcasm, since Mr.
BURKETT was insensible to humble re-
monstrances and to simple avowals of
parental affection wrung from scandal-
ized Senators, Mr. TELLER did indeed
say the resolution was puerile, but lightly
his adjective glanced from the Burkett
epidermis, Mr. KEAN'S motion to substi-
tute the Fifth Commandment seems to
have been completely lost on the junior
Senator from Nebraska, and the reason
i# obvious,
| By reference to the Judiciary Commit-

tee the juvenile resolution was happily
disposed of without putting any Senator
on record against his maternal parent,
!“l ought to take but little time of the

said Mr. BURKETT i\ his passionate pro-
The newness of Senator BURKETT i8
appalling. 1t will take a long time and
much adroitness and patience to make
a sophomore of him,

The probable purpose of enrolling the
| vear old Prince of the Asturias in the Span-
‘ ish infantry was to give him a fair start

in the race for promotion with the Docters
and Sons who will later be enrolled.

We have heard 8o much about the virility
and ginger of Uncle Jok, as if he were The
only really young man in Washington, that
it is a relief to note the friskiness of Mr,
Justice HARLAN at the planked shad out-
ing of the District of Columbia Bar Associa-
tion on Saturday. The Justice scored nine
bullseyes out of twelve shots at the target
and batted up flies and hit grounders until
the talent of the bar association cried
enough. May it be years before Justice
Hanvuax relinguishes either the rifle and the
baseball bat or his place on the bench of
the Supreme Court of the Urited Ntates

R

sSongs of a Patriotic Geatleman,

To THE EDITOR oF THE SUN - Sir: By all meaus
print “The Star Spangled Banner” in full In all
schiool 1ext books, and by its side please print “The
American Flag,” by Vrancis Rodman Drake. Poor
lndeed Is the patriotism of the American who would
not Lave these soul stirring hymns of (his great
republic taught to American chlidren, It Is sad
to reflect that most of the grownups have forgotten
them

When John Henry Newman wrote jhiat definition
of & gentleman quoted by Mr. Foster in your Issue
of yesterday he did not have patriotism In mind.
I contend that a man can be a patriot and a gentle-
man at one and the same time, and he can sing the
| songs of his native land without damaging his
title to gentiemaniiness,

strong stuff -1 wonder if Mr. Foster has ever read
it. If he bas perhaps he may think it worth while
to petition the arbitration court at The Hague to
induce Great Britaln to expunge it from the text
books used in the British schools, for you know,
it might glve offence to s0 many people; and while
! beisabout it he might also include Rouget de Lisle's
flamboyant “Marselllalse” of “unfurled bloody
banner” fame on behalf of France.

New York, May il Franxk H. VizrrriLy.
————————

Enthasiasm for the Firemen,

To THE Eprror or TRE SUN—Sir: To James
Brown, fireman of Hook and Ladder I8, let the
people of New York look with pride, Onuly three
months In the department, a “fourth grade” man,
and the rescue he eflected at a tenement Ore in
Orchard street deserves more (than passing men-
tlon. He sped up to the third floor rear, the fire
raging beneath him, no streams playing from the
rear, and there at the risk of his life saved the
Iives of two litile ones 3

Let some of our worthy vitizens go down to
Truck 18 In Attorney sireet And talk to the men,
neroes every one, And after interviewing them they
will feel proud of thelr being residenis of New
York, EDWARD M. SALOMON.

New Youk, May 10

Columbus Day,

To YHE Eprrok oF THE SUN—Sir: There is a bill,
Introduced by Representative Harrisca, before
Congress making Oclober 12 a national holiday.
This bill should Interest every patriotic American
citizen, for It 1s & strange fact that of our varlous
holidays there s none commemorating the discov-
ery of America by Christopher Columbus.

Had Columbus not landed on our shores we
might never have had a Washington, a Lincoln or
ab Independence Day. It 1s but a Niting tribute
o Columbus to have one day set aside o his honor.

NEw Youx, May 1L E. A Kravn,

Summer Plans,
Muthier says with emphasis
A poky hole she loathes:
sShe wants to ind a bangup place
In which to sport new clothies,

I'ather's taste s different--
The hope within bim buds

‘I'nat he may fAind & quiet spot
Where he can wear old duds,

Sister hut one thing exacts
Anywhere she goes—

she would have the place contain
A muititude of beaux,

Heconclling all the wants
Pathways need not fork,
All they have to do s stay
In little old New York,
MoOLANDBURON WiLSON

Appeal From Young America.
Mr. Burbsnk, If you please,
Won't you grow some koothole trees
S0 that fences may provide
Lots of views of gapes luside?

Y 5
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Senate; | realize I am a new member,” |
i peourred the following conversation:

Hy the by, "Rule Britannia” is made up of pretty |

|
|

| is to be put by the postmaster in the neareat

|
|
|

|

test against the fate of his resolution. &

|

|

| cratic Congressmen can sincerely believe

! obvious; but if constitutional for children,

POSTAL BSAVINGS BANKS
THE CONSTITUTION,

————— -

To tur Eprron or Tux Sux—8ir: The
debate in the Benate last week on postal
savings depositories was interesting by
reason of the novelty of the topic. Al-
though it has been much written and talked
of during a third of & century I had ‘never
heard it debated at close quarters. Con-
sideration of & proposed bill was presented
by Mr. Carter, & Republican from Mon-
tana and & member of the Post Office Com-
mittee, Every other member of the com-
mittee was silent. No Democrat spoke
during the discussion. Apparently sollol-
tous over the existence of a constitutional
power in Congrees to create the postal
depositories, Mr, Carter said at the outset
that “the Constitution vested in Congress
the power to eatablish post offices and
post roads and aleo the power to provide
for the general welfare.” He did not show
@ very visible link between the business
of carrying the mails and using the postal
machinery for accepting small or big de-
posits of money, paying interest thereon
and restoring to the depositor his dues on
demand, He seemed to rely on the vague
“general welfare” clause,

The growth, present size and cost of the
postal service were interesting features of
the debate. Seventy-five hundred dollars
of annual income and up.ondltun in 1789,
nearly & quarter of a billion of each, with
$7,000,000 of defleit in 1907 and $220,000,000
of outlay in 1909, excluding cost of build-
ings, were startling figures. Not more
impressive, however, than 08,179 uhﬂn‘l
post offices and as many postmasters, be-
sides postal carriers and clerks, all pre-
sumably working for Taft's nomination.
When one thinks of that electioneering
foroe in a single Federal executive depart-
rment it le difficult to understand how Demo-

AND

in the election of a tainted candidate like
Bryan. The only plausible explanation
ia that they do not, and will be content with
their own reelection.

The plan is that a deposit may be made by
anybody, youngor old, with any postmaster
of not less than $1 or over $1,000; the money

national bank, the depositor is to get 2 per
cent, interest, the bank must pay 2'{ per
cent., the deposits are to be “public funds,
exempt from taxation and servio» on legal
process.” The last feature caused much
debate,

The bill is a contrivance to enable any-
body to deposit money in national banks
under the guarantee of repayment by the
Federal Government on demand of the de-
positor. It was estimated in the debate
that the deposits might average $750,000,000
a year, liable to payment by the banks on
demand.

The advantage in the Western States,
where savings ke are few and inacoces-
sible, of such a deposit scheme with post-
masters under Government guarantee is

poor people and small sums, why oot for
grownups, the rich and large sums?
Very early in the interesting discussion

Mr. Dizon-1 do not want to diserganize ihe
orderly proceedings of my colleague In presenting
this matter; It Ix certaluly very luleresting In its
theory to me, but the thing aboul the postal savings
bank proposition which has puzzied my mind is,
under what theory of delegated or lnplled powers
the Federa| Government has the right to enter Into
this matter of postal savings banks, | should be
glad If the Senator wili take tiat matter up at this
tUme or later on 1o kis address.

*r. Carter— | aball be giad at this time to briefly
stale that In my opinlon Congress has ample
power under the geferal welfare claise of the Con
siitution o devole any Government property or
machinery It may have In 1tn possession or under
Its control to such legitimate use by the people as
10 the Judgment of Congress may seem proper.

Mr, Aldrich-—That Is rather a brosd statement.

Mr. Carter Mr. President | think the proposition
a% made will stand the test, even In the broad lan-
guage o which | put it 1

The “geuneral welfare” phrase had Leen
mentioned at the outset by Mr. Carter as
his chief reliance. Mr. Lodge interposed to
say that he thought Mr. Carter quite cor-
rect. He quoted from the masterly argu-
ment by the Supreme Court in the Bank
case through Marshall's pen (4 Wharton,
316) this sentence, interpreting the eigh-
teenth olause of the eighth section of the
first article of the Constitution, whioh when
illustrated by numerals is very impressive:

Let (1) the end be legitimate, let It () be witiin
the scope of the Constitution, and all mesns which
are (8 appropriate, which are (4 plaluly adapted
to that end, which are (5 not prohibited but (&
consist with the letter and apirit of the Constitution,
are constitutional

Mr. Lodge did not explain that the
“general welfare” phrase is only twice used
in the Constitution, once in the preamble,
which does not confer any power on (on-
gress, and once in the taxing clause, which
does give a power to “tax,” but only for
three spegial ends, one of which is to pro-
vide for the “general welfare” of the Govern-
ment of the United States. In the Bank
case, from which he quoted, the Bupreme
(Court thus interprets that clause by insert-
ing the words “in order” before “to pay."
Mr. Lodge can but be influenced by Story's
interpretation of that “general welfare®
phrase, it not by Jefferson's in his opinion
given to Washington (February 16, 1781)
on the Bank case. Those potential inter-
pretations leave a small basis in the
“general welfare” phrase for postal savings
depositories. A larger basis must be found.

Mr. Heyburn, a Republican from Idaho,
made a penetrating criticiem when he
sald:

The bill Is carefully drawn and contains many
points comprehensive In themselves; but they all
seem to me to lose sight of the difference between
the relation of a constitutional government, such
a5 I8 ours, to the people and the relation that exlsts
between & monarchy or other character of govern-
ment to its pﬂlpk.

It had already been said that the half
million of dollars annually given by Con-
gress to the Attorney-General for the de-
tection and punishment of offences by in-
terstate railways, the million of dollars,
more or less, annually expended by the
Interstate Commerce Commission for a
similar purpose and its power to “employ
special counsel,” the large sums paid out
by the Bureau of Corporations and its
authority to remunerate lawyers have
oreated a large force of legal gentlemen
who argue railroad cases in behalf of the
United States. Presumably those worthy
members of the bar are like the postmas-
ters promoting the nomination of Mr,
Taft at Chicago. It is not to be assumed
that each of that great host of speocial
counsel is permitted to ask the Federal
Judges to declare as railroad law every
proposition he sees fit to expound. That
neither the President nor the Attorney-
(leneral representing the President over-
hauls the briefs of those lawyers who argue
in behalf of the Administration and ap-
plies & blue pencil to unsound propositions
is inoredible. Therefore the interpreta-
tions of railroad statutes and of the inter-
state commeérce clause of the Constitution
for which those lawyers coptend must be
taken as the interpretations of the Presi-
dent and his Administration.

When the interesting debate on the postal
depositories was at an end it did seem to
me quite ludicrous that Republican law-
yers and Senators, who had swallowed
submissively and gracefully the Administra-
tion’s interpretation of the interstatle
eommerce clause of the Constitution and of
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the Hepburn law of 1906, should make such

wry faces at Mr. Carter's rather novel

oonstitutional theories regarding useful

postal savings banks. IN THE GALLERY.
WasninoToN, May 11,
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STATE WATER RESOURCES,

Declslons That w the United States Has
Ne Over Them,

To g Eprron or Tur SBuN—Sir. As &
hydraulic engineer and one consequently
more or less conversant with our Western
water ldWs and problems I beg to call your
attention to a remarkable want of knowledge
on this subject which seems to prevall among
some writers who deal with the agitation in
regard to Federal control of the water re-
sources of our Western States.

They labor under & serious misconception
of the legal status of the case when, referring
to power conipanies that have prospered by
Federal grants of water rights and of their

present attempt to secure ssion qf other
streams, they contend that these »Flreains

Lave been held to be innavigable, and there-
fors not subject to Interstate cotmmerce
and general welfare clauses,

The righta of the United States in respect
to navigable waters are by Constitution
(paragraph 3, section ¥) lmited to the control
and regulation of commerce on the navigable
waters. These rights huve been subsequently
defined by the Supreme Court of the United

Ntates as neither soverelgn nor proprietary, [

but the United States “may be sald to claim
an essement for the transportation of mer-
chandise.” Mobile va. Kslava (18 Pecers, 277)

Again, those who express the hope that the
Bupreme Court will define the respeotive
righta of Congress aud of the Btates speak
without due consideration or investigation
of the subject, as the sovereign right of the
State to control all navigable water within its
territorial boundary has been affirmed by the
United States Supreme Court in numerous
cAsen:

Martin »s. Waddell (16 Peters. 411,

Moblle vs. Eslava (16 Peters, 250)

Pollard Lesse ¢s. Hagen (3 Howard, 220

Grauting the indisputable fact thut the
chsotic water laws of our Western States re-
yuire prompt consideration and revision to
meet present day conditions, it is readily seen
that this cannot be accomplished by judicial
decisions of the Bupreme Court, The only
satisfactory solution of the problem s to be
obtained bv cooperative legislation on the

part of our various States acting in conyunc- |

tion with our national Congress,
Wittiam R Kixe, M. K
New Yorx, Muy 11

—

™he New York Polleeman as the Citizen's
Friend,

To ek ED1ToR oF THE SUN-Sir
correspondent at Litchfield, Conn., who comes

to the defence of the police force of this city |

a8 against "R, 8." is barking up the wrong
tree. The police are all right, but what s to
be done with cattle of the “R. 8." breed? In
my experience of human intercourse land
policemen are human) & man geig out of a

vonvergation hig correct change in the same |

coin that he brings, and it is more than prob-
able that the courteous answer received by
“K. 8.” to his tenth query wus in response to
the first question asked by himi as one real
man asks a question of another real man.
Like “R. 8." | have been away from here
five years,
I have had much occasion to avall myselfl of
what I found to be the unfailing kindness and
thoughtfulness of policemen in wany differ-

ent parts of the cigy
) ) CHARLEN N, PrrNam
New YORk, May 11

Militant Wealth in Minnesaia,
From the Eostorn Daily Aigva
1t in estimated that the anti-Johnson cam-
paign in Minnesota has cost $5,000 & duy
There {8 naturally some speculation
the money comes from

Medel Villages In Hungary.
Budapest correspondence Pull Mell Gazelte

The progress of the Agricultural Ministry In
dealing with the formation of new villages and of
repeopling those suffering serfonsly from decline
goes on apace In Hungary. A report just pub
llshea shows that the State Las allocated 32574
acres of ita own property for sisteen settiements, on
which 1,880 families have Leen glven new homes

Two new model villages have been formed named

Igazfalva and Szilagyi. while some thirteen cen- |

tres have been resuscitated, Several Interesting
featiires demand attentiun. Yor instance, the
expenses of a church are the more casily borne
hecause the Inhabitants of such a village settiement
are usually of the same religlous faith
more bhearable within these protected or alded
areas. Land good land I8 cheaper

Terms of purchase extend over a long perlod,
and the Interest in Transy vania Is only 2 per cent,,
rising In some of the other districts w 4 per cent
More than 2,250,000 crowns have been repald by the
new settlers and only 160,000 crowns of the pur
chase money reimalns outstanding,

Jn the selection of the peasant farmers great

care I8 shown aud all are subjectad to & severs |

examination. In wany cases the new farmers
have been supplied gratss with seeds, fralt trees
and cattle for breeding purposes, and special
funds have been provided for the laying ont and
making of new roads

Peansylvania Glant Plae,
From the Ridgway irally Record

A giant white pine tree was cut In Cameron county
which produced the following number and length
of logs: Twelve 18 fool logs, two 14 fool logs,
elght 12 foat logy, three 10 foot logs and six 8 fool
logs, and the whole bunch scaled the magnificent
wtal of 100 feet board measure. The butt log
measured 80 Inches, or 3 feet, in diameter at the
small end, The tree was not 34 feet high, as |t
would seem from the Agures, hut had two forks
and three branches of Immense size, hence the
large number of logs. The tree was cut down dur-

Ing the deepest gnow of the last winter, and hence |

1t was not muech broken hecatise the snow deadened
the fall

Only Negre Forester,
From the Philadelphia Record
Among the many ways In which southern Frank
lin county stands out from the rest of the world Is
the faet that In this section |8 located the only
colored forester In the United States, and probably
the only one In the world, with the exception of a
few engaged In forestry work In South Africa.

How the Words Pour From Theodore,
Foretold by Mr. Southey,
Here smoking and frothing,
Thelr tumult and wrath, In
They hasten along conflictingly strong
Now striking and raging,
As If & war waging:
Spouting and twisting
Around and around;
Collecting, disjecting
With endless rebound.
Smiting and fighting,
Confounding, astounding,
Dizzying and deafening the ear with thelr sound,
And shocking and rocking,
And whizzing and flzzing,
And quivering and shivering,
And hitiing and splitiing,
And rattling and battling,
And shaking and quaking,
Aud pouring and roaring,
And waving and raving,
And flowing and growing,
And ruuning and stunning,
And burrylng and seurryling,
And dinning aud spluning,
And foaming sud roaming,
And working and jerking,
And guggling and struggling,
And heaving and cleaving,
And thundering and blundering,
And driving and riving and striving,
And sounding and bounding and rounding,
And grumbling and rumbling and tumbling,
And rushing and gushing and fushing and
brushing,
And flapplog and rapping aud clapping and
slapping,
And thumping and plumping and bumping and
jumping,
And 80 never ending end ever descending
Sounds and motions forever and ever are
blending,
All at once, and gll o'er, with mighty uproar—
“Ts thus the words pour
From our Theodore.

W. T 8

The Team,
The nine lovely Muses
Cas never enthrall
LAke nlie lowbrow beroes
Who reslly pisy ball

Your |

Heturning a temporary eripple, !

Where |

Life s |

ONE SENATOR'S OUTLOOK.

Wasninaron, May 11.—~Addressing ths
Senate on May 5, Senator Heyburn made
the statement that *the supply of timber
upon the world's surface to-day is as greas
as it ever was at any time in the history of
the world.” In reply to a question asked
by Senator Smoot he claimed that the
supply of timber in the United States is
a8 great as it was a hundred years ago.
He established the truth of these assertiong
beyond any possible refutation by declar-
ing that he could look out of his window
at home and see “an entire mountain
covered with a growth of merchantable
timber,” & natural reforestation which had
required only twenty-four years. Convic.
tion that the United States extends oniv
a8 far as they can see from the windows
of their own houses is a failing to which
some of our national legislators are unduly
inclined. A hundred square miles of twenty.
four-year-old forest would 'hardly supply
the country with toothpicks.

Later in his speech Mr. Heyburn saidl:
“We have traded forests for cities, for rails
roads, for homes, barns and fences. Which
would you rather have?” Fortunately we
are not compelled to choosa between foresis
and the needs of civilization. This is one
of the cases in which by the exerciss of a
i little foresight and common sense we cin
| both eat our cuke and keep it. Ho asks
| “Where would the civilization of this coun-
‘ try be to-day had the forestry laws that ara
| pow sought to be imposed upon us existod
| when the Pilgrims were in Massachusettsar i
' the English at Jamestown?" That sound:

very well in & speech, but the question i
neither pertinent nor apposite, Theearly se-
tlers and the generations which followed
| them did not have 20,000 sawmills cuttingth

timber of the country at a pace beyond that
| of nature's power of reproduction. It ¥
pertinent to =ay that if such a policy hal
been adopted and efficiently employed dur-
ing the last fifty years by individual owrers,
by States and by, the nation the countiv
| would have been richer to-day by hundreds
I of millions of dollars without imposing th»
slightest obstruction to the building of
| citios, railroads, homes, barns or fences,
| One indisputable evidence of the disap-
| pearance of our timber supply is the coat
! of lumber and of the innumerable articles
| made wholly or in part of wood. The argu-
|
I
|

ment that nature restores the forests holds
only up to the point where nature encoun-
ters a sufficient nurgber of axes and saws
to overcome her eforts. Civilized ‘com-
munities require lumber as they require
wheat and corn and cotton, and there is no
more wisdon®in leaving to nature the con-
tinuance of a timber supply than thera
would be in refusing to plant cotton and
cereals on the ground of nature's power to
reproduce them from year to year. Tha
price of cereals and of cotton fluctuates,
but the average prices of those commodi-
ties are to-day no higher, and are probably
somewhat lower, than they were a genera-
tion ago. That is not at all the case with
lumber. Prices have increased enormously,
and are still increasing, because demand
outruns supply.

[ of luaber it is dificult to institute a com-

]

! . .

| Because of the many varieties and grades
|

. parison of prices. The increase in values

is fairly indicated in general terms by

| the statisties of our export trade, which

consists mainly of shipments of an averago
assortment of kinds and qualities, Tho
averuge price of 912,942,000 feet of bhoards
deals, planks, joists and scantlings, ex-
ported in 17, was $1478 a thousand
feet. The average price of 1,658,815.000
feet exported in 1907 was $24.48 a thou-
sand feet, We export only a small per

| centage of our total cut, and the advance

in cost in the quantity retained for domes-
tie use runs up to an enormous lotal.

The day is rapidly drawing near when the
country will need every foot of lumber
that can be grown on national and Stale
reserves under careful and systematio
management, and all of the timber that
Mr. Heyburn can see from the windows
of his house will be an insignificant item
in our requirements.

A Queer Diagnosis,
From American Medicine,

Mr. Good Pellow became at once Mr. Authority-
with & Duty and he saw as never before what
Rascals his fellow men really were, Thelr Morals,
Customs, Habits, Methods, Motives, In fact Ever
thing About Them, were all wrong. They wera
Knemiex to Soclety, a Menaca to Progress, Slaugh-
terers of the Innocent, Grafters, Parasites, Liars,
Crooks and one or two other kinds of Moral Ilep-
tiles. Mr. Authority with -a-Duty saw that he must
get busy.  WIth his Duty held consplouously before
him he raved and preached, criticised and con.
demned, polnted out Weakness after Weakness,
Ewil after Evil, and m«! how the Jaws of Heil
falrly yearned for those who did not straightway
grt next to the Call of His Particular Duty.

And then one day Somebody did get next—and
found out that his Duty was not only mislabelled
but that it was fearfully adulterated with Personal
Ambition, Self Love and Politioal Preservatlve,
And then Somebody Else got the Job, and be wend
forth "unwept, unhonored and unsung.”

Monrar: Holding an oficlal position is not a guar-
antee that a man is not misbranded within the
meaning of the Pure Deed and Trust Act,

Backbone,

Te e Fotrok or Tas SUN--Sir: It was jush
the other day that “F. T, W.” complained that our
President had more than his lawful shage of stamina
and that it would be better for the country If he
| would let others do his thinking for him, while to-
| day he says that our Senators and Representatives
| Iack backbone, 1 am awalting with some anxiety
his report upon the common people at large,

There s no doubt in my mind that “F. T, W.*
possesses all of those qualitications he finds lacking
In our Senators and Representatives and has that
reserve of which he finds our President deficient,

I propose that “E T, W." come out In the open
and put himseif in the way of nomination for ofice
on a plattorm of “Backbone.” | for one will con-
sider [t a privilege to cast my ballot for him.

NEw YORK, May 11, EMERrsON BROOKS,

Bacheior Tax.
From the Court Journal. ,

1t may become erelong a seriously debated point
whether a tax upon bachelors might not be imposed
tothe ad vantage not only of the Imperial exchequer,
but to the position of the ever growing army of
women In our populstion. Such & tax would be a
revival, not a novelty. In the reign of Willlam and
Mary, when the whole population of Eagland was
less than the present population of Londom, an act
was passed obliging all bachelprs and widowers
above twenty-five years old to pay a tax of one
shilling yearly: & bachelor or widower duke, £15
108.; & marquess, £10 a year. A curious combina
tion, this, of & tax upon single blessedness and
social glory, and one which concelvably might Le
revived with sdvantage.

Cement.

According (o the United States Geologioal Survey
the wtal production of all kinds of hydraulic cement
futhe United States (n 1007 calendar year was 52,230,
42 barrels, valued at $55 903 851 and classified as

Barvels. Vaiwe.
Portiand. Lo AN TAS 290 | S AR |
Natural rock,... oo 3087700 18752
Puzsolsd. ..ooovocviinis 857 242 4 s
Tols... ... .1s 52,230 M2 $55.900 871
Production In 1806, 51,000 445 80207
Increase in 1907 . 1,220 M7 ' &m,:...

Evidently prices for cement were not quite »:
good In 1907 as In 1908,

Permanent Literatu, .,
Noab was puzzied,
“I can’t understand It he cried, “the magazing
on the dentist's table dates from before the flood
Herewith he marvelled at the endurance of mags:

sine poetry,

The Diference.
.'m—'l'b President 1s sworn to uphold Lle
. he bolds up the law, .t
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